
The 500/5 and T500 Question - Material contributed by Eric from North Virginia

The December  1967 issue of Cycle World, presented  the  new 500/5 model and listed its 
specifications . A collection  of Cycle  World  road  tests  were  gathered  together  and  re-
published  by Suzuki  as an advertising  handout , also with a December  1967 cover  date, 
that  included  a letter  from  Suzuki  detailing  the changes  made  to the design  since  the 
original road test had been done.

Here are scans of the two covers - the Cycle World December 1967 magazine on the left, 
and the Suzuki advertising brochure on the right.
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That letter included in the brochure appears below, and a close-up of it 
below that.





These  then are the specifications  for the T500 Mk I. What  is unclear  is the length  of 
elapsed time between the original Cycle World article appearing, and the release of the 
reprint  as both carry  the same  date of December  1967. If they were  published  close 
together, then it raises the question of whether 500/5's actually were ever 'officially' sold
.
Not mentioned in the letter are what other changes were also made - one obvious one 
is that the exhausts were now longer to accommodate the change in length of the swing 
arm. Looking  at the parts  listings , it is interesting  (at least  to anoraks  like myself  !) to 
note that the first part number listed for the mufflers are 14301-15002 and 14302-15002 
for the right and left on the Mk I which changed  to 14301-15003 and 14302-15003 for 
the right and left at engine number 11520, or part the way through the Mk I production.  
Normal Suzuki practice was to change the last digit of a part number if it was a version 
change so presumably  there were two previous muffler styles prior to the first one (the 
15002's) listed for the Mk I. Possibly more documentation  and/or original examples will 
surface over time.

With help from many other owners, I am recording 'starting' and 'ending' frame numbers 
- not to create a registry, but to try and nail down actual production numbers. The list is 
available  at this link. At the moment  we have yet to confirm a 500/5, and as well there 
appears to be a gap in production between the Mk I and the Mk II models of about 4000 
units. If you have in your possession  a bike with a higher  or lower frame number  than 
we have recorded so far, ideally with a photo, I would like to hear from you!

A persistent  urban  myth,  which  is  regularly   repeated  in  the  press      
   

,
 

is
 

that
 

the
 

500/5
 

had
 

a
 

10
 fin  barrel.  None  of  the  early  news  p hotos

 
or

 
photos

 
in

 
the

 
Suzuki

 
shop

 
manuals

 
show

 
this

 
-

 they  all  clearly  show  11  fins.  A  possible
 

explanation
 

for
 

the
 

origin
 

of
 

the
 

myth
 

may
 

be
 

the
 

ad
 that  also  ran  in  the  December

 
1967

 
Cycle

 
World

 
issue

 
showing

 
the

 
500/5

 
-

 
the

 
fin

 
just

 
even

 with  the  top  of  the
 

exhaust
 

collar
 

is
 

in
 

shadow,
 

and
 

so
 

not
 

clearly
 

visible
 

unless
 

the
 

photo
 

is
 enlarged  and

 
so

 
gives

 
the

 
appearance

 
of

 
being
 

a
 

10
 

fin
 

barrel .
 

It
 

is
 

also
 

possible
 

that
 
some

 reporter
 
just

 
couldn't

 
count!

Note: Shorter 
swingarm, 
different exhaust 
cut-out for the 
axle and different 
rear shock 
mounting points.
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